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; wither controverſy, ; avid as the 


meer of godlimeſs: God was mani» © 


feſt inthe fleſh, juſtified in the & 
Nen of angels, preached unto the Gen- 
Tiles, ed on in the world, 


ceiued up into glory. : 910 


HERE are ſome things of ſuch 
a nature, as that tis impoſſi ble 
one ſhould be g 

fault concerning them. Thus wW 
man's life is in danger, the leaſt negledt 
to aſſiſt him or encreaſe of his diſtreſs, 
implys a great deal of wickedneſs and 
cruelty; and one can hardly be too ſe- 
vere upon that man who is capable of 
conceiving the deſtruction of his country, 
. . * 


* 


re EET ans 


— 


rn 


7 f 
fa 4 
_ 

l = 
© 
C 
3 
44 


— AO EC IONS or oor er oo 


= a4 &+ —— > 


0 4 3 
5 or of willing that the common Father 


© of it ſhould — and glo- 


rious. N | 
1.5 I, . 


5 1 4 
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5 Br ae all | other n of this 
A © | Kind, is the refuſi ing to be adviſed. by, 
E. 3 denying the glory due unto the name 
wd the Author of our beings. The leaſt 
= inclination this way, did always imply 
Au mconceivable proportion of wicked- 

neſs and guilt; but eſpecially does ſo, 
now, when the Goſpel has diſcover d, 
3 that ſo much was neceſſary to be done 
to make the contrary goodneſs practica- 
ble, as that godlineſs it ſelf is become 
a « myſtery. 


; "Ir will be of ſervice to you thenifoee, 
to prevent your neglecting that which 
= tbecomes you in this reſpect, to examine 
=. into the fubje& matter of this verſe 
YH which I have now read to you; and to ſee 
If after you have been able to compre- 
E hend the true meaning, you may with it 
= alſo gain the divine temper and diſpofi- 
5 tion of its moſt incomparable writer. 
23 | CO I 


n HE ward A Myftery; CE © uſd is et 
8000 the heathen Greeks ; -and: ſignify'd 
amongſt them, a recognizing with ſuita- 


ble actions of devotion certain things 
done by their Deities amongſt them, 


which were of ſuch a nature as that they 
could never have been underſtood by 
others, had not the actors n 
4 neee 5 2992 them. 7,5 0 


Tis eaſy to underſtand to which: pain 
of this deſcription the Apoſtle princi- 


pally alludes ; and the myſtery of godli- 
neſs will appear to you to be great, i 


you conſider, 


In the Firſt place, Who it was that was 
manifeſt in the fleſh, and what the na- 


ture of this manifeſtation was, both 


\ 


negatively and Poſitively. 
I. As to the perſon that was manifeſt: 
1. H E was the Son of God. I take it 


| for granted that Jeſus is ſpoken of in 
= Our 


44 C 
our text; and concerning him we read in 
Zoby 20. 31, Theſe things are written, 
that ye might believe that Feſus is the 
Chrift, the fon of God; and that be. 
Geving Je might have . * his 
name. . 


Tur Gral volume by calling Jeſus 
the Son of God, leads us neceſſarily to 
conclude that he muſt be truly and really 
God; unleſs it moſt effectually guards 
againſt ſuch a concluſion : becauſe there 
can be no difference here betwixt Father 
and Son, but it muſt be an infinite one; 
whereas the terms, as uſed amongſt us, 
always ſuppoſe theſe relations to be of 
the ſame ſpecies or order of beings. 


Bur hear on the contrary what it 
 ays concerning bim; in Heb. 1. 3. Ze 
ig the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon- 
If the Father here ſpoken of were a hu- 
man creature; we ſhould ſay, that this 
author not only makes the ſon he is de- 
eribing - a human creature as well as his 
7 father 5 


38 5 itn). Eine 8 
[3 father 3 but as like him as one could ex- 


he from guarding: againſt our taking this 
N phraſe in too ptoper a ſenſe; or rather 
fo expreſſiy does he aſſure ns, that he 
ya POO * $ manifeſt! in the fleſh, : 


1 HE fallowers of Mahomet are __ 


yell acquainted with the true meaning 


of the words, the Son of God, in our 


Bibles; unleſs they would make a better 
uſe | of that knowledge, than blaſphe-, 
mouſly to . bene God could 


Was the creator of the world. Heb. 1. 
1, 2. God hath ſpoken to us in theſe laſt 


days by his ſon; 'by whom alſo he made 
the worlds. Jolin 1. 3, 10. The world, 
and all things were made by him; and 
without him was not ny mr made that 


Was made. 


WxE are == very —_ i poſi- 


VOIP aſſured, that the Son of God we 
have 


pect à ſon to be to his father: ſo far is 


hare a wife? 15 ot af. 


2. HE who was manifeſt in the fleſh 
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=— - | hive: beer a Heaking 655 " the. Creates: . 5 
of the world; and the Apoſtle Paul tells 
us, that the world is a work of ſuch a 
nature; as clearly to diſcover to every 
obſerver of it, the eternal Power and 
Godhead of him that made it: in Rom. 
1. 20. The inviſible things of God, from 
the creation of the world are clearly 
ſeen; being underſtood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal Power and 
Godhead. Nay he ſays afterwards, that 
they are without excuſe: who are not 
entirely peſſeſſed with this perſuaſion; 
ſio neceſlary is the conſequence, ſo ob. 


vious the eon. 


#- - 


We. may dee ts with undeniable 
clearheſs and evidence, E high the 
| ſenſe of the word God in our text; is : 
carried by the inſpired writers of our 
Bibles : and that tis in vain, by pretend- 
ing there has formerly been a various 
reading in the Original here, or by cum 
| ningly diſpoſing of other texts of ſcrip” 
ture; to endeavour to perſuade us, that 


e to them, the Creator of the 
wor Id, 


* 5 


Ss | 9 ** 
t the infinite and eternal God was 
not manifeſt in the fleſh. It is indeed 
wonderful, how he cou'd or ſhou d be ſo 
manifeſt; but this it is that makes god- 
lineſs, as deſcribed and recommended 
= tlic COR ſo . a e 


ix. wou 4 be well, if thoſe wits r 
uncharitable concluſions from Acts 4. 12. 
tit her is there ſalvation in any other ;, 
you'd ſcriouſly conſider the force of the 


texts I laſt mentioned: becauſe this Being 


that was manifeſt i in the fleſh, is clearly * 


diſcover'd, as the Apoſtle and Pfalmiſt 


day, (Pa. 19. I, 2, 3.— to every crea- 
ture under Heaven. 


acquainted with the nature of this great 


But till men are 


myſtery; I ſhall not wonder, either 
that ſome of them are deſtitute of 


+ ORs 


"ith, or that others forget to allow ne- 


ceſſary and immediate conſequences of 


what they profeſs to believe. To aſſiſt 
you therefore, as there may be occaſion, 
in both theſe reſpects, I ſhall pro- 


red to | ſhew you ; 


In 
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I the H' place; How this divine per- 
ſon was manifeſt in the flcſh; ; beth 


Jt Negatively and Poſtively. 


I. Negatively. e 
7. Hex did not take fich as his body : | 


for then his fleſh muft have been infi 
nite; and confequently there would have 


been no room for the creation of ma- 


terial worlds. 7 he Heaven i ie the throne 


of God, and the earth is his footſtool: 
Ifa. 66. 1. He meted out Heaven with 
the pan, Iſa. 40. 1 2. A body join d to 
Deity as its body, muſt needs be capa- 
ble of doing this, and a great deal more 
than this, literally taxen. We find no- 
thing in our ſelves to perſuade us, that 
bodys join d to ſpirits, take up leſs room 
than the ſpirits by which they are ani- 
mated; but rather ſome things which 


intimate, that, if either, ſpirits upon 
ſeparation are leſs extended than theit 


— 


HE 


Am 


H that was manifeſt in the fleſh, 
 thetefare „aſſum'd a finite ſhirit, as 
well as 4 finite body; and theſe were 
join d ſlightly together too; /linee this 
body was deſign d to undergo the com- 
mon fate of fleſhin out world; Ramey; 
JJ 


1 1 Nor was all the power of God 
ſhew'd thro' the fleſh in which he was 
_ manifeſt : for that, upon the very firſt 
offer to do it, wou'd have burſt that 
fich to pieces. As well might an infi- 
nitely extended nature, be confined in a 
point; as infinite power be exerted, by 
the immediate and proper inſtrumentality 
of ſuch fleſh as ours is. 


Tx Divine Being, therefore, in order 
to be manifeſt amongſt us, did not only 

aſſume a finite ſpirit; but ſuch a one as 
might be ſuited to the organs of a little 
and frail, as well as of a mortal body. 


(73) 


Non, 3. did he make the fleſh in 
which he was manifeſt, nor its ſoul or 
ſpirit God: for God cannot be made, 
not even by the author of nature him 
ſelf. It is one of the moſt manifeſt pro- 
pertys of Deity, that it neceſſarily exiſts: 
but tho the Divine Being had made the 
body we are ſpeaking of, or the ſpirit 
which animated it as infinite as it ſelf; 
: nothing in nature wou'd have hinder, 
baurt that either of them might have been 
again deftroy'd ; which is abſolutely in- 
conſiſtent with neceſſary exiſtence; and 
therefore with the nature of God. 


TREx were only; then, as much God, 
133 as that in which God is manifeſt amongſt 
= us, can be ſo; a ſcriptural and rational 
= 5 Idea of which, I ſhall now endeavou 5 


0 n. Poſitively t give you. 


1 Gb took this humane perſon, 


1 body and ſoul; whereby he wou'd in a 
E rrtain manner be repreſented i in our 


} 


—_— -Aktk © 0. 
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heaven or on earth, either by man or 
angel, or any other creature. Tis not 
hkely, that any of theſe ſhould be car 
pable, of living and moving and having 


its being in that; which is ſo, like the 


ſubſtance of its own nature, as that it 
may indulge a perception with regard to 
it, which is equivalent to the ſeeing of 


material objects with the eyes of our 


bodys. As well may our bodys ſee 
their own or others ſouls; as our ſpirits 
2 ſe this different  ſort-of ſpirit, and in 
this _ as it Were ſoul to them. 


wn _ VER; has the whole 
creation we ſpeak of God being ſeen , 
ve mean not, that we or others ſee his 
eſſential nature in that place more than 


in any other: but that there he has 
taken a created ſubſtance; ſuch as if in- 
finitely extended, like his eſſential nature, 


wou 'd put the perſon that is the be- 


3 of it opp of the world; and ſuch x 
as 


1 ahi it for 3 * the e 
nature of God cannot be ſeen, either in 


.. Cu) 
as in a viſible and proper manner repre. 
ſents his offence, as it is either one Way 
or 1 rn _— where it” is ſeen. 


H doe: this, dis cinta. both by 
Immediately cteating that in which he 
vill be manifeſt; and by aſſuming ſub- 
ſtance already created : which being ap. 
ptopriated to ſuch a deſign for the preſent; 
is, afterwards, either laid aſide, or al- 
ter d, or kept up in e as oc 
eefion does _—_— T4 


Now if it be allow a, that God 1 
chus manifeſt amongſt his creatures at 
all, as nature and-reaſon ſeem to inti- 
mate he ſhould be; it is likely alſo that 
he aſſumes ſeveral of theſe appearances, 
in order to be feen, either at the ſame or 
different times, in ſeveral of the parts of 
his moſt immenſe and almoſt infinite 
creation; and that theſe are of forms 
various one from another too, partly as 
they are deſigned to reprefent different 
- . parts'or chavaftcrs of the divine eſſence, 
: e 6 they are tg be ſeen by 


cxeatur es 


(13) : 
; creatures, perfect or imperfect, pure 
ſpirits, or ſueh as ate e mutter 
of to as. bed 


ACCORDINGLY, enn the aw | 


_ vblame.not only glvitig account of fv 
veral of thefe appearances, and allowing 
them to be various; but, even aſcef- 
taining thoſe differences of them, which 
are founded of the difference of the 
parts or chatacters of the Divine eſſenes 3 
calling one of theſe the Father, another 
the Son, and the thirs the * . 


1 call theſe; three enctrtife Rica E 
appearatices of the Divine natute; be 
_ Eauſe they Rave each of them been ſeett. 
The Father and Son very probably by 
| Stephen, Acts 7. 55. but undoubtedly 
by John, Rev. 4. 2, 3. and 5.6. And 
the Holy Ghoſt by the Baptiſt in the 
form of a dove, John r. 32. befides alfo, 
I fuppoſe, that we expect to ſee afl of 
them hexeaffer In the helene works 

above. 


Bur 
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| fhould ask. 


ae Hit; as ed. * FS" 42 N 2 


0 16 y 
ye IR T hs e Inſpired. waiters; > t bre 
tend to determine, how often theſe ap-, 
pearances may in other reſpects be varied; ; 
only they tell us, that they have already 
been ſeen, in at leaſt 1 or 1.6 different 
forms in our world; and that, amongſt 


-_ 
+ 75 7 75 1 


: the reſt, God was manifeſt in the Ws” 


1 
* 


1 0 1 90 « belief © of theſe” e 


een particularly of the laſt; one 


ſhou'd not ſpend time in enquiring, how 


agrecable-i it was for God to take a created 


ſubſtance, in order to be manifeſt a- 
mongſt his creatures; ſince without that, 
as I have ſaid, he could not poſlibly have 
been ſeen * * of them: but one 


IN the firſt "I 5 3 our world 


zs fo unhappy or inconſiderable a part of 


the creation, as that it ſhou'd ſcem ridi- 


culous that God ſhou'd ever have favour d 


us in particular with an appearance, 
that ſhou d repreſent himſelf amongi. 


us? 


Ss; 
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„80050 DLY3 W bether the relations 
* the Divine Being to us, and its ope- 
_ rations) amongſt us are ſuch; as that 
'twas: poſlible-ſutably to repreſent them, 
byo one r of: an ne . 17 1 


puter Whether in one en 


as in another reſpect, God might not 
be likely to be thus manifeſt ; exhibiting 
that which ſhould repreſent his greateſt 


condeſcenſion amongſt us, as his 1 CE 


majeſty and glory? F 


ent Ys Whether i it is not like- 
y, that at leaſt ſome of theſe manifeſta- 


tions or appearances ſhould: be, as much 


as poſſible, aſſimilated to the ſuperior 
inhabitants of the world in which they 
are een b. 


AnD Laſtly 3. Whether, upon the 


whole, Jeſus might not expect to be be- 


liev d; when he pretended, that he was 
God manifeſt in the fl R 
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e 8 of all the manifeſta- 
1 tions of the divine nature that we read 
of; in what order they were produc d, 
or how the Perſon of Jeſus in particu- 
lar was created, and aſſumed in the vir- 
gin's womb; as alſo, how their harmony 
or agreement amongſt themſelves has 
been maintain d, or with what formali- 
tys expreſſed, and the like; I think it 
_ needleſs that I ſhould at preſent offer to 
_ enquire: I fall therefore * 
. | . 


\ 


2, And laſt ang 1 ſhall mention, as 
being neceſſary to be underſtood in the 
manner in which God was manifeſt in 


— 
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* the fleſh; namely, That where · ever this 

; | perſon was and was acting, God was 
and was acting in a peculiar ſenſe and 
= _ _ 
: 3 u E, Dwine Being Arkin aſumed 
_— this or any other appearance, and join d 


it to it ſelf, as 1 have ſaid ; moſt rea- 


fonably would expect. that every creature, 
that 


(19). 
that ould do it, ſhou'd not only * 


; inward and ſincere reſpect to its inviſible 


and infinite nature; but, to that in which 

it is manifeſt alſo, addreſs, the moſt hum- 
ble and a external * and 
adoration. 1353 


In thisn manner to  worliip corned ſub- 


ſtances, thus placed entirely out of the 


common order of creatures, is ſo far from 
being Idolatry; as that none cou d, in any 


thing, more effectually and naturally ac- 


knowledge, the infinite grandure and 
5 2 of the eternal mind it ſelf. 


And as canals and nien were to re- 


; ſpect theſe appearances, as the manifeſta- 


tions of God; {0 were they, undoubtedly, 

treated as ſuch alſo by the Divine nature 

it ſelf : this neither ſuffering them to ap- 
pear or ſpeak or act, in a manner unſuita- 


ble to its relation to how nor permitting 
others to treat them ſo, as that, the dif- 
ference of its own and their natures being 


conſider d, it did not always bear an exact 


5 equivalent it ſelf. 
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| 6285 | 
In ſhort, tis tprobable, that the hibltanice 
F them was united to the Divine eſſence, 
much in the ſame manner as ſome would 
=. have the whole humane world to be; 
namely, ſo as that God was the proper 
Ccauſcandauthorofecvery thing, that theſe 
3 did 18 time, either think or cher h or do. 


75 


GnkEAT then! indced, is the myſtery 
of Godlineſs, as I have now ſhew'd you, 
in the firſt place, finte in ſuch a ſenſe and 

| manner God was manifeſt in the fleſh; 
74 | and eſpecially ſince this manifeſtation was 
1 ſ tteated in our world, as you find it 
5 Was in the hiſtories of the Goſpel. It 
was abſolutely neceſſary to mention this 
alſo to you here, tho your acquaintance 
with it makes it needleſs that I ſhould 
further inſiſt upon it; both becauſe it is a 
part of what the Apoſtle refers to, in the 
myſtery of the manifeſtation we have been 
. - a ſpeaking of; and may alſo ſerve, as an 
introduction to the other things which 
are here mention'd, as making godlineſs, 
2ẽãã deſcrib'd and recommended in the Go- 
8 ſpel, n a greater myſtery. 
3 | w HAT. 
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War — to be meant by ies = 
| theſe, I ſhall now ſet my ſelf, as/briefly + 
as poſſible, to explain . unto you; and - =, == 
afterwards conclude with 'a few! reflec- 5 

tions _ ms whole. 1 . Arete 


— He who was ' manifeſt in the 
3 fleſh was juſtify'd in the ſpirit. This 
has been underſtood, either, as if he dif- 
cover d himſelf to be the Son of God, 
by the extraordinary ſpirit or power 
ſhew'd in working of his miracles; 
as if his conduct was good and hits 85 we 
ſuch as could not fail of the approbation 
and eſteem of every good man: but I 
ſhou'd rather think, that this Divine ap- 
pearance, after it had been manifeſt in 
the fleſh, is here ſaid, to have gone a 
naked ſpirit to the upper world, there 
to have its conduct in every reſpect juſti- 
 fyd; even as we muſt, O may it be to 
be juſtify'd! go naked Spirits to appear 
before the throne. It went there, that 
ſo other . appearances, - which repreſent 
other * or characters of the Divine 
FS eſſence, 
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eſſence, might ſhew their harmony and 
agreement with it: and in the moſt pub- 
lick and ſolemn manner own; that it, 


ä eternal mind. 


Theſe had not only ſeen him, and at- 


in our world; but now muſt go down 
with him to be witneſſes of his reſut- 


( 


as well as they, had been acting, only 
according to the EE of the one 


'Ti Birdy, He Was en of angels. 


tended him with pleaſure, whilſt he was 


rection too: and accordingly they did 
ſo; rolled away the fone from the en- 
trance of his ſepulchre, and ſaw his fleſh 


move away, joined to its "NG d 10 888 
in F beat c life. 


1 He was e unto 


the Centiles: that is, either, to theſe as 


was attended with ſuch power and mi- 
racles, as were ſufficient to convince, 
even the Gentilas themſelves, that the God 


of nature np their attention and 
belief: 
 Fifihh, 


CE 


Fifrbly. He was. INE an in RY 
world. Conſiderable numbers, even of 


- thoſe who were prejudic d againſt every 
thing that came from Judea, conſented 
to worſhip Jeſus as the Son of God; and 


many expoſed themſelves to the greateſt 
inconveniencies, in order to perſuade all 


men, Fry. 8 to do the _ 


A) ND. Sixebly, He was: SARDA up 


into glory. So was a body from the 
grave, at length, admitted into Heaven: 


and being chat, in which, God had been 


manifeſt in our world; to it, and to the 
ſpirit which animated it, angels and au- 

thonities and powers, were all of mem 
made ſubject. * $523) 33 


5 


THESE wh the Fra that make 


godlineſs a great myſtery;ʒ and this being, 


if I miſtake not, a right explication of 
them 1 hope I ſhall not be too urging, 
if, for a concluſion, I inſiſt upon it, that 


You muſt all of * n with | 


mes. 
1. Trar 
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. 1. Tur ty ako f -pidfolica Chit. 


Klüns may reaſonably' expect, that Uſe 


who pretend | to cavil with theſe things, 

ſiould do it with the. greateſt huadilicy 
inizginable; 5 of if this vi r not write or 
cven at any rate, oblige Wend to 2 


their notions to themſelves, and to be 


entirely ſilent. Neither will thoſe who. 
9 are capable of making any valuable diſ- 
coveries, nor will Proteſtantiſm, or the 

principles of moderation and humanity,” | 
eyer be found to be -againſt ſuch advice 
as this. The great myſterys of Eleuſis 
themſelves, were never rudely attack d 
by tlie inſpired Apoſtles of Jeſus; nor 
were ever the ſacred myſterys of the Go- 
ſpel violated, but by men, who were as 


unequal to the Apoſtles, as the myſterys of 


Eleuſis were inferior to thoſe of the Go- 


ſpel. Such proceed upon a falſe ſuppo- 
ſiti6n,” as imagine, that all men ought 


| to write or ſay what they pleaſe ; namely, . 
that all men may be brought to the ac- 
knowledgement, and under the power of 


+. cas 5 : reaſon: 


18 4. | like . unto which 


; | \ 25 | da ſupport another propoſition, * 


namely, that all men ſhould do as they 
pleaſe: too; which I think ſhews the dan- 


ger and falſeneſs of ſuch, reaſonings. 1 


ſhould, therefore, rather ſay ; let us noet 
only argue with people, but let us have 
government: Let the King, as well as the 
| Divine, be, and appear to be the defender 


of the Chriſtian Faith. N. otwithſtanding 


al the pretences of our adyerſarys, 
they know, that we cannot more cffec- 


tually ſhew, that we queſtion the truth 
cal our religion ourſelves; than by ſuf- 


; ſering them, with impunity, to blaſ- 5 
; pheme and ridicule , thoſe myſtery „ 
which every true Sen amongſt us 


muſt eſteem moſt divine and ſacred; 
Nor will Believers ever be perſuaded, 


either, that the cauſe of apoſtates is ſo 
good, as that their numbers will be en by 
creaſed by proſecutions 3 or that the de- 
gn of puniſhment is ſo narrow, as only 
to intend the good of the perſon upon 
whom it is inflicted. II is a pity there- 
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Gard. 
fore but that miniſters, and indeed all 
| religious perſons, ſhou'd be ſo ed 
to the government they live under; as 
- to incline it to exert it ſelf accordingto 


9 advice as this. 


Tae: hoſe have unreaſona - 
= tur Acbaſed: Chriſtianity, who have ar- 

gued; that Jeſus was ſome unheard of 
and monſtrous ſore of being; neither 
man, nor embodyed angel, nor yet God 
manifeſt in the fleſn. Beſides what has 
unlikely; both that God, inſiſting upon 
ſatisfaction, ſhould accept of leſs than 
an equivalent; as the death of Chil 
muſt be, if he was not God manifeſt in 
the ich : and that God ſhould ſuffer 2 
meer creature, to do that for the benefit 
of che whole humane world; without 
which, © even its creation itſelf would 
have been, the greateſt imaginable diſ- 
advantage to it. How alſo, the wor- 
lüpping of Chriſt, (Heb. x. 6, &c.) could, 


upon: their "Hypotheſis, be excuſed of 
of eh | : "ww 


5 27 I) 

Kolatrys I confeſs my ſelf uncapable of. 
| ſeeing: but, I hope, no more needs to 
be ſaid to thoſe very ingenious and in- 
quiſitive men, who have unhappily fallen 
into the miſtake 1 have now mention d. | 


51 TuAr thoſe are very oak who. 
expect, that theſe great myſterys ſhou'd 3 
be explained to them or others in ſuch 
manner; as that the moſt heedleſs or 
prejudie'd mind ſhou d neceſſarily under- 
tand them. Thoſe are in the right of 
it, no doubt, who ſay; that neither pro- 

ſecutions nor arguments, can bring ſome 
men, either to the acknowledgment or 
eſteem of the ſacred myſterys of our re- 


4. THAT both the morality and reli- 

gion - ought. to be highly valu'd, that 
were communicated by God manifeſt in 
the fleſh. Our natures. cou'd not be 
more improy'd, by having ſo excellent 
a branch engraffed into our ſtock; than 


dur minds muſt be, in the knowledge of 
D 2 the 
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dle greateſt and beſt things, by having 
ſo divine a teacher, 15 „ 


* 1 N 
4 PS 


1. Tur it is our duty and Itired; 
as much as poſſible, to endeavour to 
excel in all holy converſation and god. 
lineſs. We muſt needs think, that we 
are under ſome difficultys at preſent, 


that require extraordinary application on 
our parts; when ſuch an appearance of 


the Divine Being has been obliged to die 


in order to make us happy: nor can 
we queſtion, but that God will readily 


accept us, if we put our ſelves into this 
method to obtain his approbation; when 


himſelf, manifeſt in the fleſh, has been 
with us, in our loweſt, worſt and moſt 


K circumſtances of all. 


a TLY, That miniſters dug to be 


3 diligent, in endeavouring to underſtand 


theſe myſterys themſelves; and i in perſua - 


ding others to take that notice of them 


which they juſtly deſerve. To urge 77 


|  mothy 1 to _._ was the deſign of the 


Apoſtle, 


— 


1 
** 


1 y 
Apoſtle, | in writing the words 1 have 

33 explaining to you: and indeed he 
cou d, by nothing more effectually raiſe 

the attention and ſpirit of a ſerious 

perſon, than by telling him; that he 
muſt recommend godlineſs, and godli- 
neſs founded upon theſe myſterious | 
truths ; that God was manifeſt in the, 
ffeſb, juſtifyd in the ſpirit, ſeen of -an- 
gels, preached unto the Gentiles, le- 
heved on in the world, received up into 

N. B. I deſire that the Learned will 

conſider, ue: gepmariys Panda, 

3, 5, 100, 40, I, o, 10, 8, 200. 
, I, 200, 10, _ 5, I. are not un- 
doubtedly the words, that were de- 

ſigned to talley to the number 666 in 
5 Rev. 13. 18: becauſe I intend, to draw 


ſome concluſions from that text, cer 


long, for the ſatisfaction and converſion | 
of — and * ME | 


To > 


UU 


T.᷑70öĩo affit them in this enquiry, they 
may pleaſe to conſider the ſeries of the 
= prophely; and particularly compare 
= Rev: 13. with Rev. 17: they may alſo 
ET, obſerve, that this is not only a number 
= Which a man may find out; but is the 
= nt number of a man's name in- 
= beaſt, and even of its King: that 
I᷑ the name of this man had been men- 
= fiond inſtead of abb in v. 17. Wann 
have been in the Accuſative caſe d: 

| that Dionyſius, an author almoſt con. 
. temporary with John, calls the Empe. 
ror of Rome only Baoineds in his rep. 


ven, v. 1052. 
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And, what is more than this, 

+ calls the powers of the beaſt; only by 
the name of Kings; Rom. 17. 10. gaci- 
dus z. The termination ys, in yep- 


l 


ark is according to Poctical wiſdom, 
and the ſweeteſt dialect of the Greek 


e nor is any thing, ſcarcel y, more 
common than the uſe of the Dialect in 


this caſe; as in Dionyſius, before men- 
tion d, 'Aoins for Aolac, v. 14. SxvIine 
for SxuSiay, v. 16. and in many other 


places. Poetry, medals, & c. will ſuffi- © 


ciently j the dropping of the articles 
here. Aucoris gag, in one of the 
verſes above quoted, deſcribe the Empe- 
ror of Rome, in this reſpect, in the ſame 
manner. 
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